
An update for supporters and others interested in the ministry of Shiloh Christian Children’s Ranch.

SINCE 1977  •  AUGUST 2026

SAVE THE DATE SHILOH OPEN HOUSE
SEPTEMBER 12, 2026

PRAY,  then GIVE!



Page 2

Board of Trustees
Stan Moore, Chairman........................................... Burlington, IN
David Wright, Vice-Chairman...................................Marshall, IL
Jim Schaefer, Treasurer...............................................Callao, MO
Dennis Beckmier, Secretary.....................................Humboldt, IL
Dan Butcher...................................................................Cutler, IN
Rod DePriest...........................................................Hannibal, MO
Pete Million...................................................................Quincy, IL

Mark Adkison
Executive Director

Shiloh Christian
Children’s Ranch
601 N. Center • Box 606
Shelbina, Missouri  63468
Phone: 573-588-2191
Fax: 573-588-7730
E-mail: shiloh@shilohranch.org
www.shilohranch.org

Kirk & Dennae Moore............................................. Homeparents
Todd & Misty Kolars............................................... Homeparents
Jeremy & Ashley Cohn............................................ Homeparents
Ryan & Kimber Stark.............................................. Homeparents
Brian & Hannah Ellermets....................................... Homeparents
Ken & Beth Penfield........... Homeparents & SCS Administrators
Alice Gardner................................................................SCS Tutor
Ann Mason........................................................... SCS Supervisor
Mike Jones........................................................... SCS Supervisor
Cindy Ayers................................................................... Counselor
Thomas Barhorst........................................................... Counselor

Mandy
Eagan
Accounting &
Administrative
Associate

Jenn
McCain
Executive 
Administrative
Associate

Denice
Blew
Children’s
Services
Coordinator

Kevin
Blew
Director of 
Stewardship

Nikki Otto
Ministry
Support
Secretary

Robyn
Coleman
Ministry
Resource
Manager M E M B E R

Matt Douglass
C.P.A.
Accounting
& Finance

PENFIELD PROGRESS

“Will Leave a Light on 
For Ya!”
She Was a Treasure at Welcoming Her Guests

For years, one of our highlights was to pack our bags…
and travel games…and snacks…and all our kiddos 

(whether it was the three we began 
with or up to thirteen of them at a 
time!)…then we’d head to visit my 
Mom in southern Illinois. When 
I’d tell her not to wait up because 
we would arrive late, she’d always 
reply… “Will leave a light on 
for ya!” (a saying I think a hotel 
owner must have gotten from his 
own mother some time ago!)

She was a treasure at welcoming her guests, especially 
when she’d treat everyone to Mackie’s Pizza after we 
fulfilled her list of “honey-do jobs” that she’d swear we 
didn’t have to do but always knew we would (evident by the 
list she’d always “just happen to have ready!”). The pizza 
was just an added bonus all the kids grew to love, and not 
a required payment (in all actuality, I think she just really 
wanted pizza but didn’t want to make a trip to get it for 
just her!). The best part for our kids through those trips was 
realizing they were loved and treated as family.

Hospitality is something we have been shown often…
whether traveling to speak for Shiloh, going on a big family 
trip, or popping in on old friends. It’s also something we 
love to show here at Shiloh. During the summer, our work 
groups have often outgrown our bunkhouse bed space, and 
we’ve had the privilege of opening our home to “the extras” 
(which always blesses us above and beyond!). All of our 
Shiloh homes take turns opening our homes to feed some 
of our work-group guests, which gives us a chance to get to 
know them better, as well as for them to see what family life 
here is like, up-close and personal!

Recently I read, “Hospitality does not require a perfect 
home or expensive food…it simply means making people 
feel safe, valued, and included.” Whether we are working 
together…sharing a meal in our homes…hanging out at the 
pond and chilling…or doing evening worship and devos at 
the pavilion, my husband always says, “It’s like a little taste 
of Heaven.”…and now I’m humming the old hymn, “When 
we all get to Heaven , we’ll sing and shout the victory!” n

In His service, 
Ken & Beth

Ken & Beth
Penfield



Page 3

COHNS’ COMMUNICATION

We Are Rounding the Final Corner of Summer
We Covet Your Prayers as We Quickly Move Into the Back-to-School Season

Jeremy & Ashley Cohn

We are rounding the final corner of summer and 
preparing for the wonderful rush of fall and the start 

of school. Before we jump into the fall madness, we would 
like to take the time to reflect on 
God’s goodness this summer.

We started our family’s summer 
with a trip to the Smoky Mountains. 
This was almost all of our first time 
at the Smokies, and it was a great 
trip! We hiked the national park, 
explored an underground lake and 
cave, visited the Skybridge, and 
played lots of family games. We 
ended our trip with a Texas Rangers 
vs. St. Louis Cardinals baseball 
game. The baseball game was 
another first for several of our kids, 
and they enjoyed a special ballpark 
offer of unlimited food and drinks, 
adding to the fun night. 

We then hosted eight work groups, which is always a 
time of happy reunion. We were able to accomplish many 
tasks around the ranch as we continue to make additions to 
two of our homes to convert the homes to single bedrooms. 

The week following the work-group wrap-up, we 
headed to Colorado for NYR. Nationwide Youth Roundup 
is a five-day Christian camp for teens across the nation. This 
year’s theme was going “Beyond” for Christ, learning to let 

go of various things, and lean into God. One of our kids’ 
favorite takeaways was that we can be free from our past, 
but not free from what our past has done. We thought that 

lesson summed up what we’re all 
about at Shiloh. The size, the time, 
or the frequency of our hurts does 
not determine the depth and the 
effect of our pain. We all experience 
our own “Egypt” in life and must 
allow God to step in and deliver us 
into healing.

On top of our regular summer 
activities, Naomi played summer 
softball, while Zyarie and Zeke 
started practicing for fall cross 
country. Kierslynn worked at a 
local summer camp, doing cleaning, 
cooking, and lifeguarding. Clara 
also worked this summer for Tri-
County as an assistant preschool 

teacher. She works mainly with toddlers and really enjoys 
it. Zyarie and Naomi both attended our local church camp 
this year, where the theme was “Unbreakable.” They learned 

that God uses fellow followers of Christ as a resource of 
strength and accountability for our growth. We hope that as 
our children grow, they grow spiritually into deeply rooted, 
well-watered adults.

We covet your prayers as we quickly move into the 
back-to-school season. Prayers for our kids’ safety, purity, 
and success as they strive towards their goals. Please also 
join us in prayer as our site grows with the addition of the 
Gregory family. We are confident that Adam and Marcie 
will do an amazing job.

Thank you for your support, encouragement, and 
dedication to our ministry. May the Lord bless and guide 
you. n

In Him, 
Jeremy, Ashley & Cohn Crew

Prayers for our kids’ safety, purity,
and success as they strive

towards their goals.
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KOLARS’ KOMMENTS

Thank You For Your Faithful Prayers and Support
Our Kids Have Had Opportunities To Learn, Serve, Worship, and Simply Enjoy Being Kids

Todd & Misty Kolars

As summer comes to a close, we are grateful for another 
season filled with growth, laughter, service, and 

unforgettable memories. Thank you for your faithful prayers 
and support, which continue to make a lasting difference 
in the lives of the children in our home. Because of your 
generosity, our kids have had opportunities to learn, serve, 
worship, and simply enjoy being kids. 

This  summer  kept our family on the go! We were 
blessed to host several work groups who helped improve 
our campus and invest in our ministry. The kids also 
enjoyed attending church camp, where they grew  in their 
faith and built lasting friendships. One of the highlights of 
the summer was attending NYR in Colorado, where they 

experienced powerful 
worship, biblical teaching, 
and fellowship with other 
young people. Of course, 
there was still plenty of 
time for fun, with many 
afternoons have spent 
swimming in the pond 
and making the most of 
the warm Missouri days. 

As the new school 
year begins, each of our 

children is stepping into a new season. 
Brooklynn is preparing for one of life’s biggest 

milestones as she gets ready to move into college. We are 
excited to watch her begin this new chapter and appreciate 
your prayers as she transitions into greater independence. 

Samentha is starting her junior year of high school and 
is looking forward to another cross-country season. She is 
eager to get back on the course and enjoys the challenge and 
friendships that come with the sport. 

Tassanie is also beginning her junior year. She has been 
looking forward to seeing her friends again and settling 
back into the routines of the school year. 

Wyatt enters his junior year with a passion for writing. 
Throughout the summer he has been busy writing stories 
and submitting them to various competitions. We are excited 
to see how God continues to develop the gifts He has given 
Wyatt. The greatest gift God gave him is salvation.  Wyatt 
accepted that gift on July 12th and was baptized into Christ! 
Please pray for his growth in the Lord this year.

Ethan is beginning his senior year and serves as a senior 
leader on the football team. We are proud of the example he 

is setting both on and off the field as he prepares for his final 
year of high school. 

Devin is starting his freshman year of high school and 
is excited to be part of the football program. This will be a 
year filled with many new experiences, and we look forward 
to seeing him grow through them. 

Kendall is heading into 8th grade, although he would 
happily extend summer a little longer. His favorite days 
have been spent riding bikes, swimming, and making the 
most of every opportunity to be outdoors before school 
begins. 

AJ is excited to start 6th grade at Tri-County and is 
especially looking forward to seeing his friends again after 
summer break. 

Larry will begin 7th grade at Tri-County. During the 
summer he challenged himself to learn both piano and 
guitar, and it has been encouraging to watch him develop 
new skills and discover a love for music. 

Julianna will be starting 6th grade at South Shelby. 
While she is excited  for  this new adventure, she is also 
understandably a little nervous about attending a new 
school. We know she will do well, and we would appreciate 
your prayers as she adjusts. 

As we begin another school year, we are reminded 
that every new grade, every new opportunity, and every 
milestone is possible because of God’s faithfulness and the 
generosity of friends like you. Thank you for partnering 
with us as we seek to provide a Christ-centered home where 
each child is loved, encouraged, and equipped for the future. 

Please continue praying for our children as they grow 
academically, spiritually, and emotionally. We are excited 
to see what God has in store for each of them during the 
coming year. n

 
Gratefully,

The Kolars Family

Scan QR Code 
to see Wyatt’s 

Baptism!
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Dennae & Kirk Moore

MOORES’ MUSINGS

After Vacation We Came Home To…..
Until Then, Most Evenings You Can Find Us At The Pond Soaking Up Summer

What a summer we have had!  Thanks to you, our 
generous donors. 

As soon as school was out –like literally the next 
morning-- we loaded up and headed out for family vacation.  
I (Dennae) love traveling, and family vacation is one of my 
favorite weeks of the year.  I love how we have a chance to 
get away, leave all our daily responsibilities behind, and just 
be together.  It is amazing what making shared memories 
does to solidify the group of kids we have at the time.  
Family trips always help to bond us.  

This year we were blessed to go to the Black Hills of 
South Dakota.  We were able to go to Mount Rushmore on 
Memorial Day, which was very neat.  We saw Crazy Horse 
from below.  Drove through Custer several times, and had 
two wonderful afternoons hiking, rock scrambling, and 
wading at Sylvan Lake.  The kids took bikes and found an 
old railroad line trail that they loved to bike down.  We saw 
bison, prairie dogs, deer, and black bears.  The kids decided 
one of the bison looked like Mr. Cohn with its long beard.  

After vacation we came home to…..life.  Kirk got busy 
trying to make up for the late start on the bedroom additions 
to C3 and C4 due to late spring rains.  Heaven, Grace, and 
Hunter worked by day, and participated in the community 
theater production of “Into the Woods” at night. Ezra got 
baptized this summer.  We are so proud of the young man 

he is growing into. He also worked at Tri-County in the 
summer daycare.  Luke basked in his final summer of not 
having to always go out with the work groups. Mirlanda 
helped me cook and did her share of dishes.  Izzy began 
conditioning for cross country this fall.  We are very proud 
of her for sticking with it all summer despite being the 
newest with the least experience.  The “triplets” as we call 
them Elisha, Ezmae (twins) and Petunia, have been busy 
playing, swimming, and arguing. 

Our graduated kids have been busy too.  Ezra and I 
rode the train to Chicago to see Mercy.  She has been there 

Scan QR Code 
to see Ezra’s 

Baptism!

a year now, and it was 
great to finally see 
where she lives.  Titus 
has been at Wildwood 
Christian Church near 
St. Louis this summer 
doing an internship.  
He has had great 
experiences there, and 
we are thankful for their 
support.  Abigail spent 
her summer traveling 
around Missouri with 
Totus Tuus.  Ashley has struggled some this summer but 
has enlisted in the U.S. Navy and will begin basic training 
in September.  We pray this will be a good fit for her life.  

Work groups got so much done this summer.  From 
putting stone under the solar panels to mulching to metal 
siding to painting to wiring to roofing it is amazing what 
gets done in four weeks.  Total this summer we had 8 groups 
over 4 weeks with a rough estimate of 224 people. It is 
amazing to see what is built in those four weeks physically, 
spiritually, and relationally. We are so grateful for all the 
ways people donate to our ministry. But those who come 
and put their literal sweat, and maybe some tears, into this 
place have a special place in our hearts. Thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts for all you got done and continue to do.

As I write, summer is wrapping up.  Soon the college 
kids will leave, sports will begin, and school will start.  Until 
then, most evenings you can find us at the pond soaking up 
summer.

Thanks for all you do to bless our ministry! n

Blessings, 
The Moore
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STARK’S STORIES

Not Long After School Wrapped, Work Groups 
Began
It Is Always a Joy To Connect With Donors and Update Them

Dear Friends of Shiloh Christian Children’s Ranch,
It amazes us each time we think of you, and how 

there are so many that live so far away that we will never 
meet, but you faithfully pray for us and send in support so 
we are able to serve kids, meet needs, and meet the ultimate 
need by sharing Jesus with them. Here is a bit about what’s 
been going on during the last three months.

School year wrapped up for Harvey, finishing 
Kindergarten at Tri-County Christian School. He made so 
many friends and loved learning how to read and getting 
to do science experiments. His love for science has carried 
over to home life, and he is always wanting to test out 
different ideas and theories he may have.

Not long after school wrapped, work groups began. Each 
year has looked different for us in roles and responsibilities; 
Ryan went from primarily shooting video and photos to 
leading a crew each week on various building projects. 
Kimber went from making meals and watching kids to 
leading several groups around our house with painting, 
landscaping, and some light cleaning, on top of still making 
meals to feed hungry volunteer workers. I think our favorite 
night was when we were able to host a group and make 
homemade Chinese food from scratch, from Ryan’s former 
restaurant days!

Bike riding has always been a theme at our house, and 
this last quarter was no different. Ryan had some crazy ideas 
to try and jump over a huge hay bale! Gibson learned to 
pedal straight from his balance bike with no training wheels, 

and even Baylor has moved up to a real balance bike. Our 
family was able to take a quick getaway to Bentonville 
(Northwest Arkansas) and ride for a bit earlier in July, and 
then toward the end of July the boys on site started working 
on some of their own trails in the woods with Ryan.

It is always a joy to connect with donors and update 
them on what is new on the ranch and field any questions 
they may have. We were able to connect with some donors 
who have been supporting Shiloh for nearly 20 years while 
we were in Arkansas. They recommended a nice little 
restaurant, and we enjoyed a pleasant evening hearing their 
story about how they heard about Shiloh through a church 
presentation so many years ago. It was shocking to us that 
they had never made the trip up to visit the ranch site when 
they only live about 5 hours away! We told them they have 
to come up and visit us later this year!

By the time you are reading this, our VBS videos have 
been released and viewed at many churches across the 
nation, and our updated general video should be live on the 
website and coming to a church near you! It is good for us to 
be able to use our gifts and talents through video to produce 
content to share with our donors, the families of children 
who are placed here, or those seeking to be placed here.

Thank you for spending a few minutes reading our 
article and seeing how God is sustaining us and leading 
us during this season at Shiloh. We are grateful for your 
prayers and support and we hope you make the trip to come 
visit the ranch if you haven’t yet! Seriously, come visit!!! n

Ryan, Kimber,
Harvey, Gibson, and Baylor

Ryan & Kimber Stark
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BLEW’S VIEWS

“Too Outlandish to Succeed …Without Christ!”
I Refuse to Sugar-Coat Reality

Kevin Blew

Do you want to make a difference for the Kingdom of God even after you pass 
on from this life?  One powerful way you can accomplish this would be through 
a planned gift to Shiloh. There are many ways to make a planned gift, so we 

recommend that you discuss it with your financial planner to see what solution 
is best for you. If there’s any way we can assist you, please call us at

phone number (573) 588-2191.

During the oppressive  days of the Civil War, President 
Abraham Lincoln would often slip a few blocks away 

to a Wednesday evening service at the New York Avenue 
Presbyterian Church seeking encouragement and comfort 
through the sermon. After a rather dramatic presentation 
by Dr. Phineas Gurley, his young aide asked the President’s 
opinion. Lincoln responded, “It was well thought out, 
powerfully delivered and very eloquent. The aide said, 
“Then you thought it was a great sermon.” 

“No,” He replied. “It failed because Dr. Gurley did not 
ask us to do something great.” 1

By contrast, consider Colonel Joshua Chamberlain’s 
leadership at Little Round Top during the Battle of 
Gettysburg.  A college literature professor of rhetoric 
and oratory by training, Chamberlain’s most ironically 
inspirational speech consisted of a single word. Three 
syllables uttered at a crucial moment turned the tide of the 
battle and eventually the entire Civil War: “BAYONET!” 

Amid the din of battle, the soldiers of the 20th Maine 
Regiment comprehended, responded and charged downhill 
without even being told to charge forward. What type of 
heart does it take to “…do something great” in a time of 
tremendous challenge?

As we approach the 50th Anniversary of Shiloh’s 
founding, there’s an even greater battle facing us. Not a 

fiery battle for a stony outcropping in 
southern Pennsylvania, but the pitch, 
eternal battle for children’s souls.  
Welcoming Adam and Marcie Gregory 
alongside us will help us eventually 
care for 50+ youngsters. 

I refuse to sugar-coat reality; 
helping more kids will increase our 
monthly operating expenses. But the 
options are either putting children on hold or turning them 
away outright. That’s just not how battles are won.

So, what you and I don’t need today is a message 
that is “…well thought out, powerfully delivered and very 
eloquent.” I will simply appeal to the spiritual warrior 
within each of us to assess the battlefield before us, seek 
God’s guidance and  move forward with Christ to victory 
via just three syllables: 

“PRAY, then GIVE!” n

Victory awaits,

1  https://slulead.com/attempt-something-great
   March 7,  2011/Brent Crowe, Ph.D

“



SHILOH
OPEN HOUSE

SEPTEMBER

12
2026

10 A.M. TOURS START
NOON LUNCH

1 P.M. PROGRAM

SAVE
THE

DATE





Page 10

     
															             
	
				  
															             
	

Alvord, Kathleen M.
	 Bill & Julie Alvord
Barrett, Beverly
	 Robert Barrett
Bartison, Charlie 		
	 Kendall & Heather Noe
Baumgarden, Sean		
	 Pauline Baumgarden
Bean, Cheryl
	 Jerry Bean
Bilbro, Jim
	 John & Denise Quinley
Black, Kathy
	 Joe & Susan Thomson
Bragg, Mark
	 Amy & Chris Shy
	 John & Linda Dilliner
	 Kevin & Denice Blew
Chinn, Richard G.		
	 Shirley Walker
Downing, Robert (Bob)		
	 Linda Downing
Ebbinga, Linda
	 Donnie Bagley
Farrier, Kim
	 Ms. Dolores Harpster
Father-Howard, Mother- 
Ruth, & Brother-Don		
	 Howard & Martha Holland
Fritch, Carol
	 Dan Doty & Valerie Werner
Frost, Mike
	 Steven & Donna Bowdish
Garrison, Dixie
	 Michael & Mary Nauman
Gorrell (Shipman), Shirley E.	
	 Carolyn Read

LIVING MEMORIALSLIVING MEMORIALS
A LASTING TRIBUTE TO YOUR LOVED ONES OR FRIENDSA LASTING TRIBUTE TO YOUR LOVED ONES OR FRIENDS

To make a LIVING MEMORIAL GIFT in memory of a friend or loved one contact:

SHILOH CHRISTIAN CHILDREN’S RANCH • LIVING MEMORIALS
601 N. Center • Box 606 • Shelbina, Missouri  63468

Rush Line - (573) 588-2191
Each gift will be promptly acknowledged. The amount of gift is never disclosed.

Gorrell, Shirley
	 Atlanta Christian Church
	 Blaine & Tracy Moore
	 Jason & Crystal Phillips
	 Larry & Shara Thrasher
	 Lavon & Dawn Moore
Hall, Wanda
	 Daniel & Sondra Loguda
	 Frank & Teresa Grimshaw
	 Gary McElwain & Kathryn 	
		  McElwain
	 Jeannie & Mike Brower
	 K.H. & Debra Loguda-
		  Summers
	 Kent & Sarah Dunwoody
	 M.A. & Patricia Auriene
	 Ricky Hall
	 Tammy Shoemaker
Hanke, Chris
	 Karen Borchers
Hatcher, Gene
	 Johnnie & Barbara Hoggatt
Hill, Dorothy
	 Darrell Hill
Hilligoss, Ed
	 Dolores Harpster
Hull, Hunter
	 Parkview Christian 		
		  Church of Centralia
Johnson, Roger W.		
	 Larry & Nena Robuck
Johnson, Wayne
	 Dell & Mary Sue Lusby
Jones, Sharon Frances		
	 Curtis R Farr
King, Andrea
	 Bruce & Cynthia Coleman

Kirk, Edward M.
	 Barbara Kirk
Kunze, Lila
	 Donnie Bagley
Lee, Donald and Mary		
	 Kathy & Tom Hankins
Lincoln, Jim
	 Kevin & Reva McFadden
Martin, Milton
	 Atlanta Christian Church
	 Blaine & Tracy Moore
	 Jason & Crystal Phillips
	 Larry & Shara Thrasher
	 Lavon & Dawn Moore
Masten, Ruth
	 Arthur Masten
McCown, Eugene		
	 Nancy McCown
McCoy, Betty Jean		
	 Gary & Charlene Sheets
	 Glendale Christian 		
		  Church-Cornerstone
		  Class
	 Judy Hutchison
	 Paula Richardson
	 Seekers Sunday School 	
		  Class-First Christian 		
		  Church
McGhee, Peggy
	 Joseph McGhee & Family
Meives, Linda
	 Michael Meives
Moore, Roy E.
	 Rex & Deborah Moore
Nauman, Bernice	
	 Michael & Mary Nauman

Niemeier, Jeffery	
	 Herriman & Reusch
		  Families
Penrod, Don & Be		
	 Mark & Phyllis Hamilton
Pickett, Joe
	 The Smith & Glascock 		
		  Families
Powlen/McClain, Lisa Kathleen
	 Karen Powlen
Pratt, Judi
	 Karen Borchers
Ragan, Mrs. Joanne Mae		
	 Curtis R Farr
Schachtsiek, Marcia		
	 Lowell Schachtsiek
Shoemyer, Hazel
	 AAA Auto Parts
	 Addison Storage
	 Andrew & Andrea Fishback
	 Brad & Janet Tutor
	 Carey & Karen Porter
	 Charles & Charlotte Baecker
	 Clem & Linda James
	 Daniel & Celia Hagan
	 Danny & Caroline Hulse
	 David & Mary Lou Smith
	 Decatur Auto Parts, Inc.
	 Dennis & Kaye Spalding
	 Don & Frankie LaRue
	 Donna Breshears
	 E Yvonne Milller-Lux
	 Ed & Becky Thomas
	 Ellie Lugena
	 Everett & Wilma Austin
	 Frank Varga
	 Gene & Charlotte Millard

In Loving Memory



     
															             
	
				  
															             
	

Carol Albertson................................................................................................................................................... Anonymous Donor
John and Susan Fariss........................................................................................................................................... Peter Barboutis
Kevin and Denice Blew.................................................................................................................................Dave & Bonnie Wright
Kirk and Dennae Moore................................................................................................................................Dave & Bonnie Wright
Linda Ellis..........................................................................................................................................Robert & Marilyn Schoonover
Lucas L. Brooks USAF & all men & women in the Armed Forces...................................................................... Karen Borchers
Sandy C....................................................................................................................................................................Caroline Norton
Tom Owings...............................................................................................................................................Michael & Mary Nauman

     
															             
	
				  
															             
				  

In Loving Memory

	 Gregory & Carrie Cooper
	 J.C. Shoemyer
	 Jeff & Kim Spalding
	 Jim & Susan Humphreys
	 Jina & Shane McClintic
	 Joyce Adams
	 Judy Potterfield
	 Keith & Diana Hendrix
	 Keith & Elizabeth Ann Hays
	 Little Jess Motor Co.
	 Lowell Schachtsiek
	 Nordwald & Associates 		
		  Auction Service
	 Parts City Auto Parts
	 Priscilla Foreman
	 Randy & Paula Hulse
	 Ren Potterfield Trucking, Inc.
	 Roger & Jill Bragg &
	 	 Raymond’s Family
	 Sheila Kendrick
	 Tom & Sue Winking
	 Wilma Kastner
	 Winter-Dent & Company
Shuck, Peggy
	 Steve & Donna Bowdish

Stewart, Katherine Ann		
	 Bruce & Cynthia Coleman
Stokes, Doyle & Betty		
	 Maudie Howerton
Stroppel, Raymond		
	 Parkview Christian 		
		  Church of Centralia
Thomas, Sue Ann		
	 Jim Thomas
Turnbull, Gary
	 Karen Turnbull 
Vandiver, Coleen
	 Johnnie & Barbara Hoggatt
Walker, Latrelle
	 John & Denise Quinley
	 Kevin & Denice Blew	
	 Paul & Vickie Dosenbach
Whitham, Gilbert
	 Kathy Whitham
Williams, Ben
	 Bruce Harding
Wise, David
	 Johnnie & Barbara Hoggatt
Witsman, William (Bill)		
	 Ann Shafer

	 Barb Butts
	 Brent & Krista Campbell
	 Brian & Alisa James 
	 Brian & Patricia Murphy
	 Central Christian Church-	
		  Charleston, IL 
	 Char Anderson
	 Christopher & Kelsey 		
		  Swing 
	 Dan & Eileen Brown
	 Daniel Smalley
	 David Henard & Tessa 		
		  Volle
	 Debbie & Stacy Tedrick
	 Debbie Witsman & Family
	 Derek & Janna Pollok
	 Jayne Barnhart
	 John & Peg McInerney
	 Karen Birch
	 Kent & Teresa Metzger
	 Kevin & Denice Blew
	 Kevin & Jennifer Campbell
	 Lisa & John Dallas
	 Lisa & Mark Trueblood
	 Martha & Reginald Phillips 

	 Mickie Wamsley
	 Monica Powers & Alyssa 	
		  Powers
	 Nikki Medaris
	 Prospect Bank
	 Robert & Jennifer
		  Hagerstrom
	 Roy & Carole Thompson
	 Sheila Burrell
	 Stacey Wilson
	 Steve & Pam Cougill
	 Ted & Anne Walk
	 Tues. Morning Ladies 		
		  Bible Study
Wolfe, Lola Belle
	 Janie Henry-On		
	   Behalf of the Wolfe
       Family in Macon
Yates, Nellie
	 Chris & Joe Smith

Honors Gifts

SAVE THE DATE
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ENDEARING ELLERMETS

It Always Fills My Heart With Joy To Connect 
and Share Stories
Several of Our Kids Enjoyed a Week of Church Camp This Summer

Brian & Hannah Ellermets

Summer is here and it has been busy! We started off with 
a couple of slow weeks right after school ended and then 

jumped right into work groups. We enjoyed visiting with 
each church group and seeing so many of you in person! It 
always fills my heart with joy to connect and share stories 
with new friends and friends of old. We may end each week 
physically fatigued, but we are satiated spiritually seeing 
the body of Christ in action week after week serving the 
Lord and loving on our families.

June looked a little different this year as we had a free 
week between the first two work groups. We used that time to 
head to Kentucky and visit the 
Ark Encounter and Creation 
Museum. It was a fun-filled 
adventure creating memories 
with the kids. Everyone loved 
the animals at the Ark and 
enjoyed the unique gardens 
and plants at the Creation 
Museum. The “Fearfully and 
Wonderfully Made” exhibit 
was phenomenal in instilling 
a sense of awe for God’s 
loving design of each of us. It 
was an amazing experience to 
see Biblical accounts brought 
to life in various ways. Our 
final evening there was one we won’t forget, as the tornado 
sirens went off at midnight. We took shelter in the basement 
until after 1 a.m., when the worst of the storms had passed 
and we were safe to go back to bed. We are immeasurably 

grateful for your support that enables us to go on family 
trips and enjoy such fun and meaningful outings with the 
kids!

Several of our kids enjoyed a week of church camp 
this summer. It’s very convenient to have camp right next 

door, so the high school kids could come home and share 
a few meals with work groups and not miss out on seeing 
many friends from Broadway and Dover churches. Camp is 
a huge privilege, so while not everyone was able to go this 
year, those who went had a blast, and those who couldn’t go 
have a good goal to work towards for next summer.

Emerie is the newest member of our family. She joined 
us at the start of June, and although she was very quiet at 
first, she has been coming out of her shell more each day. 
She loves the kittens and cats and helping with the chickens 
and collecting eggs. She also enjoys drawing and crafting. 

Emerie celebrated her 12th 
birthday with us in July.

We also celebrated 
Emmalee’s 14th birthday in 
July. She has been filling her 
summer days with lots of 
crochet projects. It has been 
so fun watching her learn 
and seeing what she creates. 
Hope, Riley, and Emerie have 
joined Emmalee in learning to 
crochet, and our living room 
is often overtaken by yarn! 
Emmalee got in an extra week 
at camp as she volunteered 
as a camp counselor for one 

week and had a great time.
Evie has added a few more animal responsibilities this 

summer, as she adopted a couple of goldfish and a snail 
from the Kolars’ house. She was thrilled to get the tank set 
up in her room, along with the possibility of adding a few 
more fishy friends in the future. Evie also enjoyed getting 
to watch a few World Cup soccer games this summer. She 
is a huge soccer fan. Another new experience for Evie was 
getting braces put on. She was nervous, but did great!

Hope has stayed busy this summer with animal chores, 
camp, NYR, and the start of job searching. She is looking 
forward to earning money to save up for a future vehicle. 
Hope has done an awesome job helping me meal prep 
for work groups this year. The girls also received a horse 
saddle this summer that Hope and Emmalee worked hard 
on cleaning up and conditioning the leather. They are all 
very excited at the prospect of Shiloh getting a horse again!

They are all very excited at the
prospect of Shiloh getting

a horse again!
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Riley has also been a big help in the kitchen this summer 
with lots of vegetable chopping. Her most recent crochet 
project was making a stingray. She is looking forward to 
getting her sewing machine out and working on a cow-print 
pillowcase. One of her favorite adventures is frog-gigging. 
Brian took the girls one night and the boys another night. 
All in all, they harvested 10 enormous frogs to go along 
with our next fish fry.

Reese has spent his summer so far helping Brian during 
work groups, playing basketball, shooting bows, and getting 
in some time riding bikes. Mr. Stark took him and a few 
other boys to ride trails in Quincy, as he completed a goal 
they set during the school year. He is really looking forward 
to his 14th birthday in August and has been planning his 
cake and meal choices for a while now!

Ronnie continues to care for his growing bearded 
dragon, Catfish. He has done quite a bit of reading this 
summer, as well as bike riding, fishing, and playing on the 
huge dirt hills with Paxton and Kendall. His favorite animal 
from our family trip to Creation Museum was a gray parrot 
that laughed.

Paxton loved his first time ever at summer camp and 
cannot wait to go back again next year. He’s been making 
more friends at church and is looking forward to the 
upcoming week of VBS. Paxton is always on the go — 
riding bikes, playing with Kendall, roller skating, digging 
in the dirt, fishing, and swimming. He is a ball of energy!

Hunter has filled his time this summer volunteering at 
camp as a counselor and leading worship for a couple of 
weeks, attending NYR, gaining more construction skills 
during work groups, fishing with friends, and starting a side 
venture of lawn mowing/property upkeep with Ethan. He is 
looking forward to his senior year of school and launching 
into adulthood.

Our immediate family traveled back to Mattoon at 
the end of work groups to celebrate the life of our dear 
friend, Bill Witsman after his recent passing. He played an 
integral part in our journey to Shiloh, and we are the better 
for having known him. Bill devoted much of his time to 
pouring into the next generation, and he wanted others to 
know how invaluable it is that we continue to invest in the 

next generation. 
Brian and I pray that we are investing well into each 

of our children so that they know and love the Lord and, 
from there, submit their whole lives to Him. You may never 
know the impact you have on someone’s life, but faithfully 
following the Lord and pouring into the next generation 
is always worth it. Please continue to pray for us to have 
wisdom as parents, to invest well into each child God has 
entrusted us with, and to proclaim God’s truth with love and 
gentleness every day that He gives us. n

To God be all glory, 
Brian and Hannah Ellermets

You may never know the impact you have 
on someone’s life, but faithfully following 

the Lord and pouring into the next 
generation is always worth it.
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MARK MY WORDS

Our Children Have Experienced the Instability
of Family
That Is Why We Are Here!

Mark Adkison

When you look and survey what 
is going on in our world today, 

it can take a devastating toll on your 
heart and mind. The events, culture, and 
philosophies that are in such diverse 
opposition of God’s word and teachings 
can shake our view of the future. And 
that disquiets us as adults who have a 
strong faith in Jesus Christ! How do you 
think those same pressures affect our 
children? Children who don’t yet have the 
experience and understanding of God’s 
unswerving character and faithfulness. 

That very situation is why our Shiloh 
Family continues to take the battle for 
our children’s minds and hearts so seriously and fervently. 
Our children have experienced the instability of family. Or 
maybe physical and emotional trauma. Felt the uncertainty 
of their worth or have taken in teachings and pressures that 
a child should not have had to endure. 

That is why we are here! Shiloh’s mission is to be a safe 
haven for these children to see first hand God’s love and 
learn how they can feel safe and be confident of their future. 
I mentioned God’s unswerving character and faithfulness 
earlier. In Isaiah 33, the Israelite people were fearful of being 

overrun, and they saw that their only true 
hope was to reach out to God. Isaiah 33:6 
says, “He will be the sure foundation for 
your times, a rich store of salvation and 
wisdom and knowledge; the fear of the 
Lord is the key to this treasure.” When 
doubt or uneasiness seems to be growing 
in our lives, we, as well as our children, 
need that assurance. God is our source 
of stability, and that this treasure, our 
trust in God, is the most valuable thing 
we have. That is what we strive to do for 
our children. Shiloh’s passion is to give 
them a place to accept that “treasure” and 
flourish in that atmosphere.

Please continue to pray and partner with us to be a place 
where our children can build their young lives on that sure 
foundation that only God offers! Your support is the reason 
we have been such a place for nearly 50 years and the reason 
we look to the next 50 years. Thank you so much! n

In Christ’s love,

Your gift is very much appreciated and fully deductible as a charitable contribution.  A copy of our latest financial report may be obtained by writing to 
Shiloh Christian Children’s Ranch, 601 N. Center Street, Shelbina, MO 63468 and 573-588-2191.   Shiloh Christian Children’s Ranch was formed in 
Missouri.  If you are a resident of one of these states, you may obtain financial information directly from the state agency:  FLORIDA – A COPY OF THE 
OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY 
CALLING TOLL-FREE, 1-800-435-7352 (800-HELP-FLA) OR ONLINE AT www.FloridaConsumerHelp.com. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY 
ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. Florida Registration # CH47516. GEORGIA - A full and fair description 
of the programs of Shiloh Christian Children’s Ranch and our financial statement summary is available upon request at the office and phone number 
indicated above. MARYLAND – For the cost of copies and postage, Office of the Secretary of State, State House, Annapolis, MD  2140.  MISSISSIPPI 
– The official registration and financial information of Shiloh Christian Children’s Ranch may be obtained from the Mississippi Secretary of State’s office 
by calling 1-888-236-6167. Registration by the Secretary of State does not imply endorsement. NEW JERSEY – INFORMATION FILED WITH THE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL CONCERNING THIS CHARITABLE SOLICITATION AND THE PERCENTAGE OF CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED BY 
THE CHARITY DURING THE LAST REPORTING PERIOD THAT WERE DEDICATED TO THE CHARITABLE PURPOSE MAY BE OBTAINED 
FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY BY CALLING (973) 504-6215 AND IS AVAILABLE ON THE INTERNET 
AT http://www.state.nj.us/lps/ca/charfrm.htm. REGISTRATION WITH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT NEW 
YORK – Office of the Attorney General, Department of Law, Charities Bureau, 28 Liberty Street, 15th Floor, New York, NY 10005 NORTH CAROLINA 
– FINANCIAL INFORMATION ABOUT THIS ORGANIZATION AND A COPY OF ITS LICENSE ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE STATE 
SOLICITATION LICENSING BRANCH AT 1-888-830-4989. THE LICENSE IS NOT AN ENDORSEMENT BY THE STATE. PENNSYLVANIA 
– The official registration and financial information of Shiloh Christian Children’s Ranch may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State 
by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement;   VIRGINIA – Virginia State Office of Consumer 
Affairs, Department of Agricultural and Consumer Services, PO Box 1163, Richmond, VA  23218.  WASHINGTON – Charities Division, Office of the 
Secretary of State, State of Washington, Olympia, WA 98504-0422, 1-800-332-4483.   WEST VIRGINIA – Residents may obtain a summary of the 
registration and financial documents from the Secretary of State, State Capitol, Charleston, WV 25305.  Registration with any of these state agencies does 
not imply endorsement, approval or recommendation by any state. WISCONSIN – a financial statement of Shiloh Christian Children’s Ranch disclosing 
assets, liabilities, fund balances, revenue, and expenses for the preceding fiscal year will be provided upon request
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